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pagans and Manicheans. As we saw, when Augustine put on the black tunic in 392, the Catholics were in a pitiful minority. The vast majority of the population were pagans, Manicheans, or Donatists. It was chiefly by an unhappy appeal to secular force that Augustine had effected the change, and a good deal of ill-feeling must have lingered amongst the people. Yet even here impartial reflection will scarcely find a serious source of disaffection to the empire. The Vandal smote down the pagan, the Mani-chean, and the Donatist as readily as he felled the orthodox Trinitarian. He had a narrow and ferocious zeal for the most cultured form of Christianity. At the most one can only think that the persecutions inspired by the Catholic bishops to Catholic emperors had been one additional element in the corroding forces that had eaten away the old Roman spirit, and left the inhabitants of the empire like flocks of sheep before the invaders.
It is not probable that Augustine was troubled with reflection on that question at all. The movements of the barbarians were guided by Providence, in his belief; and where the designs of Providence were inscrutable, he would troubleuestion becomes more serious when we add the discontent of the
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